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ohytical, and political evils, of that diſgraceful traffick, 


dave been fully developed and aſcertained to the king- : 
dom at large. The conviction of truth has been followed 


by the glow of honeſt indignation, and the voice of the 
people has called upon their Legiſlators, to waſh away the 


national ſtain. Contradicted in their bold aſſertions, and 
refuted in their arguments, the abettors of this trade had 


_ almoſt withdrawn themſelves from a ſtruggle, in which 
their own weapons recoiled upon themſelves : for it may 


juſtly be remarked, that the moſt expeditious method of : 


: forming an ee of the Slave Trade, 18 to read the 
: pieces written in its defence. 


At this zune when: nothing W maibed but for 0 


Repreſentatives of the people to comply with the wifhes 


of their Conſtituents, in pronouncing the Abolition of 


this Trade, another, and it is hoped a laſt attempt is made 
; by 1 its adyocates to influence the publick mind: — An in- 


'F TE R a . of * years, CE the F Sends. ; 


of Juſtice and the African Slave-Dealers, the moral, 


turrection | 
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: the Britiſh Houſe of Commons f- 


we, 


ſurrection of the Negroes bas taken place in the Iland of 


St. Domingo, and this circumſtance is to be adduced as a 


proof of the dangerous conſequences to ariſe from the 
propoſed meaſure,—< Beware,” ſay the Partizans of this 
Trade, “ how you interfere with the concerns of your Weſt 
Badlaß fand let the example of the French deter you from 
proceeding a ſtep further in ſo dangerous a path. Hut let 


us be allowed to aſk, How far the events that have taken 


place in St. Domingo apply to the queſtion now before 


Were theſe diſturb- 
ances the conſequence of an Abolition of the Trade by 


the French ?—No—Even the eloquence of Mirabeau was 
in this inſtance ineffectual. Were they the reſult of any 


regulations made by the Aſſembly for the government or 


relief of the Slaves? No: for the decrees of the Aſſembly 
on this ſubject uniformly purport, that all regulations on that 


head ſhould originate with the Planters themſelves. If thoſe 


dreadful diſorders are chargeable to the National Aſſembly, 
itt is becauſe they did net interfere; — becauſe they left the 
black labourers in the iſlands at the mercy of their maſters; 
and, after having declared that all mankind were born equal, 
ſanctioned a decree that gave the he to the firſt fans 


of their conſtitution. - wy 


Of the tere pieces thak Valle made ore 4 appearance 8 


Uk this ſubject, the addreſs or remonſtrance of the Deputtes 


of St. Do: ingo to the National Aſſembly of France,* calls for 


5 particular notice But before we proceed to an examina- 
tion into the cauſes of the enormities it records, let us be 


permitted a few reflections on the awful ſands that the 


| {land of St. Domingo has of late exhibited : the picture 
of theſe outrages forms indeed the moſt ſtriking part of 
the narrative in que tion. The deſtruction of flouriſhing 5 


platitations; ; the burning of houſes; dhe laughter of the ; 


. Dp ns e and achliet node thb. als of 
« 4 Particular Account of the Commencement and Progreſs of 


the Inſurrection of the Negroes in St, Domingo.“ It is oY cely 
neceflary to obſerve, that its being printed (in France) by or- 


Ger of the National Aſſembly, gives it no additional authenticity; 


5 0 5 Deg 2 meaſure always adopted in papers of length, in order 


afford the Members an OOF of conlidering them. 
whites ; 


E 


whites by ſecret treachery, or open revolt; the grofs 


violations of female chaſtity; the diſſolution of all the 


bonds of ſubordination, and all the attachments of ſociety. | 


contribute to Wy. the Aren ſketch. 


Are theſe enormities to be lamented ? they ſurely 
are. Can they excite our wonder? by no means. What 


is the ſtate of the labouring negro? Is he not a being 


bound down by force: labouring under conſtant compul- 
ſion? driven to complete his taſk by the immediate diſci- 


pline of the whip !—Are ARCO lenity, and forbearance 


the reſult of oppreſſion and abuſe ? When the native fero- 


city of Africa is ſharpened by the keen ſenſe of long con- 
= tinued i nNury> who ſhall ſet bounds to its revenge * 


A how have the Gas politics of ſavage life 
| been counteracted or improved by the example of their 


white ſuperiors? Reſiſtance is always juſtifiable where 
force is the ſubſtitute of right: nor is the commiſſion of 
a civil crime poſſible in a ſtate of ſlavery. Yet the puniſh-_ 


ments that have been deviſed in the French iſlands to 


repreſs crimes, that could only exiſt by the abuſe of the 
Slave Holder, are ſuch as nature revolts at. How often 
have theſe unfortunate beings beheld their fellows, beat, in 


famine and diſtraction, the bars of an iron cage, in which 
they were doomed to * in inconceivable miſery the laſt 


days of their exiſtence? Is it not known, that in theſe 
wretched iſlands a 3 being has reſigned his life in the 

torments of a loweconſuming fre? An unavenged inſtance 

of an act ſo awfully atrocious, marks out for perdition the 


country that could ſuffer it. When the oppreſſor thus 
_ enforces his authority, what muſt be the effects of the 
lufferers reſentment ? 


In the forcible 1 of ena chaſtity \ we trace the 


7 moſt deteſtable extreme of brutality, and, in the efimation | 


of ſenſibility, the loſs of life is preferable to its diſgrace : 
but modeſty is not confined to the capacity of a blu 'h, nor 

_ ſenſibility to a particular form and feature. Let this ac- 

count then be ſettled between the African Trader, or the 


imperious Planter, who compels to his embrace the un- 
5 willing object of his luſt, and the exaſperated Slave, who 
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[4] 
cratifes by this hateful act, not his nll, but his 


reſentment. 


But let us ſu ak that the ſenſe of ſhame is incompatible 


with a black complexion, and that the negro could wit- 
neſs without einotion the groſs abuſe of the object of his 
affection; let us ſuppoſe too, that the unnatural  puniſh- 


ments before mentioned were forgotten, becauſe they were 
rare; and that the daily diſcipline of the whip was un- 
heeded, becauſe it was ſo modified as ſeldom to be the 
immediate cccaſion of death. Yet the Negro had other 
examples before his eyes. A diſſention had ariſen amongſt 


the Holders of the Slaves; thoſe who had before united 
in oppreſiing them, were now at variance amongſt them- 
| ſelves. They had proceeded to open violence; whilſt the 


Slaves waited the event with ſilence, though not with in- 


difference, One party obtained an early ſuperiority ; the 
leader of the weaker number was taken, and the Negroes 
were ſpectators of the death of Oge, a man who partook 
of their colour, and who was broken alive upon the 


wheel. Twenty-five of his followers ſhared the ſame fate, 
Tf the cold-blooded ſons of Europe, educated in the habits 


of improved ſociety, and affecting to feel the precepts off 

a mild and merciful religion, can thus forget themſelves, 

and inſult their own nature, ought they to wonder that the 
African ſhould imitate the pattern and if uae improye | 


upon their example ! 


\ 


Upon this part of the Addreſs ate ct ſtill occur, in 0 


which the planter is deeply intereſted—an opinion is there 


inculcated, that if acceded to and acted upon, muſt render 


the ian a conſtant ſcene of cruelty and bloodſhed. We 
are told, that the Slaves who had been moſt kindly treated 
- by their maſters, were the ſoul of the inſurrection ; that 

( it * vas they who betrayed, and delivered their humane 


maſters to the Aſſaſſm's ſword, and ſeduced and flirred up 10 
revolt the gangs diſpoſed to fidelity.” Hear this, ye Planters! | 
and if there be one amongſt you, ſo {ingularly fooliſh as 
to harbour a lurking ſentiment of humanity, let him, for 
his own as. diveſt himſelf of it without loſs of time! 


# EY 33 vi. 
mECS | The 


1 


The Negro is a being, whoſe nature and diſpoſitions are 


not merely different from thoſe of the European, they are 
the reverſe of them. Kindneſs and compaſſion excite in 
his breaſt implacable and deadly hatred : but ſtripes, and 
inſults, and abuſe, generate gratitude, affection, an . 


violable attachment Upon this principle we are enabled 


to reconcile an apparent inconſiſtency in the Addreſs. 


* Faves, we are informed, were till found who gave 
; proofs of an invincible fidelity, and who made manifeſt their 


determination to deteſt the ſeduction of thoſe who world with 
; promiſes of liberty inveigle them to certain deſtruction.“ If 


the humanity of the maſter only ſharpens the appetite of 
revenge, is it difficult to diſcover by what mode of treat- 
ment the friendſhip of theſe Slaves was ſecured ? Be 
grateful, ye Planters, to the man who has at length diſ- 
_ cloſed this important truth; and admire his courage, who 
has dared to avow it, even in the boſom of a nation 
5 devoted to liberty! „ 


But the horrors of the flaughter increaſe. The white 


9 father falls a victim to the unnatural rage of his Mulatto 


our own deprayity ; and unhappily the cauſes of thoſe 


tranſactions, which would ſcarce meet credibility on any. 
other part of the globe, are in theſe regions of guilt too 


apparent. However the Author of . may have in- 
ſtilled affection into the breaſt of a parent, as the means 
of preſerving the race from deſtruction, we mult allow 
that the correſponding ſentiment in the mind of the 
offspring, is merely the effect of a long continued courſe 


of care, partiality, and tenderneſs. Shall the harveſt then 
riſe up without ſeed? and where no fondneſs has been 


| ſhown, ſhall filial attachments be expected? In a country 
where it is by no means unuſual for the known children 


of the Planter to undergo all the hardſhips, and the igno- 
min A of Katt (> in common With the molt degraded claſs 


. Panlendas . 


Az 


Have human crimes their origin and cauſes in 
8 Rande affairs? or are they incited by ſome malignant 
demon, who poſieſſing himſelf of that cup of affection, 
the human heart, pours out its contents, and fills it with 
poiſon ? | Alas! we vainly ſeek in fable the apology of 
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of mortals, is it there we are to ſeek for . of 
filial affetion ? ; 


In thus endeavouring to unfold the primary and ever 
active cauſes of theſe troubles, let it not be thought that 
J wiſh to palliate the enormities committed by the inſur- 
gents: enormitics deeply to be deplored, by every one 
not totally \nſenſible to the ſufferings of humanity. But 
let it not be forgotten, that to know the origin of the 
malady is the firſt ſtep towards an efficacious remedy : 
ſhould that origin be found in the miſtaken conduct of the 
Planters, it is for them to apply the cure after the accu- 
mulated cruelties of ages. Do they wait till the revolted 


ſubjects of their oppreſſion, ſet them the firſt * of 


eee lenity, and forbearance 155 


1 come now to: a Cloſer examination of the Addreſs in N 


queſtion. 


After a long and laboured diſplay of the crimes com- 
mitted by the inſurgents, in which it is to be obſerved, 


every inſtance of And dire retaliation on the part of the. ; 


White Inhabitants is cautiouſly ſuppreſſed ; the Deputies 
of tie Colonies pour down the whole vial of their col- 


lected wrath, on the ſociety eſtabliſhed in France for abo- 
liſhing the Slave Trade, under the name of Les Amis des 
Niirs. If we credit this narrative, the Negroes before 
they were ſeduced and alienated by the efforts of this So- 
ciety, * were provided with every comfort, and with accom- 
 modations ſuperior to half the Cottagers in Europe. — Secure 
in the enjoyment of their properties, nurſed in time of ſickneſs | 


with an expence and an attachment ſought for in vain in the 


much boaſted hoſpitals of England ; protected and reſpected 


in the infirmities of age, at eaje in reſpect to their children, 


their families and their affeftions HH ubjected to a labour cal- 
culated according to the ftrength of each individual ;—and, to 
\ conclude all j—enfranchiſed, whenever they merited” it by 
important ſervices.” -“ We ſlept in ſecurity add the Re- 
monſtrants, in the midſt of men that were become our bre- 
thren, and many of us bad neither locks nor bars to our 


Pouſes.” fig 


* Particular 1 p. 19. 


ie 


Co) 


This period of confidence and of felicity, did not, if we 
may believe the Coloniſts, ſatisfy the Amis de NMoirs, who. 
it ſeems could not comprehend how emancipation could 
be the higheſt reward of merit, where Slavery was a ſtate 
of happineſs. — —* From the time of the Revolution in France, 
this Society, it is allerted, or at leaſt ſome of its members, 
have given an unbounded 22 to their enterprixe : all means 
have ſeemed to them good, jo they might tend to its accompliſo- 
ment. — The open attack, the deep and ſtudied inuends, the 
 baſeft and moſt deſpicable calumnies, have been practiced to 
forward their deſign.” Such are the charges, again re- 
peated in different parts of the work, brought agcainft the 
Advocates for the Abolition of the blave Trade in France, 
and which the abettors of that traſick in England, are de- 
| firous of transferfing at this critical junckure, to the 
e of that eee meaſure here. 1 


T Sy prelude of the Roca lira. is firiking, their 
accuſation is boldly made. The puniſhments due to the 
authors of ſuch outrages will be willingly conceded. How- 
ever they may diſguiſe from the world, or from themſelves, 
their real motives, under the maſk of philanthropy, they 
cannot eſcape the indignation of their count: rymen; and 
the treachery of the means they employ, fairly ae out 
the criminality of the ans at which they aim. 


Claw thing only i is wanting 805 charge Sith this crimi- 
nalty the Amis de Moirs, and this the Remonſtrance does 
not ſupply—the proof that they have adopted that courſe 
of conduct imputed to them by the Colonifts, This defect 
cannot be compenſated, either by the atrocity of the 
155 crime, or the vir ulence and audacity y of the accuſation. 


| Had the Socievy'1 in France been the cauſe of the dif- 
orders in the Colonies, where was the difficulty, where 


the impropriety, of laying the proofs of it before the Aſ- 
ſembly and the World? Was it neceſfary to keep any 


terms with men, who had ſhewa that they had aimed at 
nothing leſs than the extirpation of the Colonies ? Certain, 
however, it is, that all we can collect on this head from 
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| the Remonſtrants 90 not dare to avow. 


may appear, they ought not to paſs unnoticed. They 
bear with them their own refutation. 
that warred againſt heaven, every ſtone thrown by theſe 
champions of oppreſſion, ſeems deſtined to return with 
: SUNG "REN upon their own heads. TN % 


es a Toile 2 ee 
— - — 


the publication in queſtion, inſtead of attaching the im- 
putation on the ſociety, evidently proves, that the diſor- 
ders had a different cauſe, A cauſe, which it is as s evident: 


Slight however, as theſe pretended ndiculons of ln 


Like the giants 


Thie Society, ſay the Degus * take. held if the . 


claration of the Rights of Man : this immortal work bene- 
ficial to enlightened men, but inapplicable, and therefore 


dangerous to our regulations, they fend with profuſion into 
wn Colonies. The journals in their pay or under their influ- 

ence, give this declaration vent in the midſt of our gangs. 

The writings of the AMIS des NoOIRs, openly announce, that 


the freedom of the ne kan 7s wy velaimed 9985 *. Declaration | 
ke Rights. 


Miſerable fects of { injuſtice, rapacity, pers” 1 


In the evidence of their own freedom, the Coloniſts of 
St. Domingo read their own condemnation. That aſſer- 
tion of the univerſal rights of Man, which if true at all 
ought to be as general as day-light, was in the wretched 
iſlands of America, deſtined to give a candle-like light 
in the relidence of the Planter, whilſt the poor and del- 5 
titute Negro Was to ne in darkneſs in bis hut. 


The declaration of. the Rights of Man, was it ſeems, 


. with profuſion into the Colonies, but the declaration 
of the Rights of Man, was not the work of the Amis des 
 Narrs; whatever right be its effects, they were not there- 


fore anſwerable for its conſequences. As a conſtituent 


part of the dominions of France, the laws of Frenchmen, 
were properly tranſmitted to St. Domingo. But it ap- 
bears from no evidence, but the aſſertions ; of the deputies, 
that the Amis des Noirs were more active than others in 
furniching the iſland with a work, which the Coloniſts in 


the ſame breath, execrate and applaud ; 5 which they regard 


- \ 


„ Panticalir account, ep 


* 


as the charter of their own liberty, and the cauſe of all | 


their diftrelles. 5 


But again, the writings +of the Amis des Noits, it is 


ſaid, openly announce, that the freedom of the Negroes is 
proclaimed by the Declaration of Rights, If the Amis des 


Noirs have made fo inſipid a comment, they have miſe- 


rably miſpent their time. Is it neceſſary to prove, that 
the ſun ſhines when the dial marks the hour. If all men 
be born equally free, let the Coloniſts prove the Negroes | 
are not men, and the diſpute will ſettle itſelf. Is the 
voice of nature and of truth to be for ever ſilent, becauſe 
the Coloniſts chooſe to hold in een ſome unſorty= 


5 nate natives of Africa: * 


- Such however, are the dh; 0 ſuch their Suchen 


ticity, upon which the accuſations againſt the ſociety are 
founded. This defect is attempted to be remedied, by _ 
adverting to ſome expreſſions, which in the many, and ; 
violent debates that have agitated the National Aﬀembly 
on this ſubject, have marked the virtuous indignation f 


its members — * « Perijh the Colonies rather than we ſbould 
betray our principles,” faid one of the repreſentatives. 


« Porifh the Colonies,” became indeed, +© the final of 


Ha and conflagration,” but not amongſt the Negroes—it 


was the Planters, who ſevered theſe words from their 
context, and made them the apology of their own enor- 
mities. © Be juſt, and eat graſs;“ ſaid the Abbé Gre- 


goire. e chooſe rather to be unjuſt and live in La 
27 the Coloniſts x. 


[ ſhall n nat . my reader by a longer review af theſe : 
unfounded calumnies, haſten to a more important taſk, 
that of tracing the diſturbances of St. Domingo, to their . 


* With deen affeftation ey have 3 to reach a 


| friend of humanity, with having ſaid, „ Periſh the Colcnies 


rather than a principle ſhould" be Jacrificed;”” and they dare 


themſelves to ſay, © Periſh the Colonies rather than we . wad 


ec to the People of Colour the rights of attive citizens.” 


Speech of M. n Oth Dec. 1791. 
f: Particular Account, p. 25. 
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\ origin, and purſuing their progreſe. If developed with 
truth, they will be the moſt effectual anſwer to the ACCU- 
 fations of the Deputies. Let me, however, firſt be al- 
lowed to render mare ſpecific, an affertion I have before 
made.—7t is to the white C olanifts alone, we are to attribute 
the misfortunes of the Colonies. * You have beard of enor- 
_ mitzes that freeze you with horror |! but Phalaris ſpoke not 
of his brazen bull, he lamented only the daggers that his own 
cruelty had raiſed againſt him. The Colmifts have related 
inſtances of ferocity; but give me, 1 Mirabeau, an unin- 
formed brute, and I will ſoon make him a feracious monſter. 
At was a white, who firſt plunged a Negro into @ burning 
oven,—iwwho daſhed out the brains F. 22 child i in the preſence of 
its father ;—who fed a Slave with his own proper fleſh — 
Theſe are the monſters that have to account for the barbarity 
of the revolted Savages. Millions of Africans, have perihed : 
en this foil of blood, Jon break at every ſtep the bones of the 
inhabitants that nature had given to theſe iſlands, and you 
ſhudder at the relation of their vengeance. — In this dreadful 
 firuggle, the crimes of the Whites are yet the moſt horrible: 
hey are the offs Spring if defpatiſin; whilſt thoſe of the 
Blacks, originate in the hatred of flayery—the thirſt of 
_ vengeance, Is phileſophy ere. HY theſe horrors? 
= Does ſhe requare the blood of the Colonifls? Brethen, ſhe | 
1 cries, be jufl be beneficent—and you ill proſper. — Eter- 
Eo: nal ſlauery, muſt be an eternal ſaurce of crimes ;—diveſt it 
at leaſt of the epithet eternal; JW: anguiſh. that knows ng 


75 


1 : bound can onty produce deſpair. 


| | IE It is well known, that a large portion of the Probelators 
or Planters of St. Domingo, conſiſt of free People of 
Colour, or thoſe who have ſome mixture of African blood. 
his deſcription comprehends every ſhade of complex- 
f ion, from the ſlighteſt tinge of colour, to the original hue 
poOf the native-African. Though many of this claſs of inha- 
bitants are as diſtinguiſhed by their wealth, as for their 
dns dalents and integrity, the invidious diſtinction has always 
HH. ny n religiouſly adhered to. The White Ooloniſts ex- 
| cluded them from their ſocial circles, from their aſſem- 
| dlies, from their municipal functions; and continually 
1 beld them 1 ina kind of proleription. 


1 


* Speac of M. Briſſot, in the National Aſſembly, 1 De- 
cember, 1791. 
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The effedts of this arrogance, were not, A in- 
jurious to the People of Colour. Inſulted by their coun- 


trymen, they found the means of rendering themſelves 
reſpectable in the eyes of their European correſpondents. 


OL. were as remarkable for their induſtry and their 


_ punctuality, as the White Planters for their indolence and 
extravagance, In caſes of internal inſurrections, or ex- 
ternal attack, they were regarded as the, ſole barrier of 


the iſland. AY White Colmiſt, ſays Mr. Blanchelande, | 


cannot march without the attendance of his cooks; he 1s 


unfit for a continual ſervice : but the Man of Coleur, bare- 
| footed, rabuſt and temperate, ſupports + without di Heul, the 
Hblaradſbips and fatigues of war.“ - 


In the contemplation of the F rench laws, the people of 
Colour had long ſtood upon an equality with the White 


Y proprietors, —By an Edict of Lewis XIV. in the year 
1685, this equality was wi hwy x and confirmed. 


Such was the ſituation of the Coloniſts at the time of the 


French Revolution. +4 At this Epocha, ſays Mr. Ber- 
geras, © the White Cploniſts advanced rapidly in the career 


5 of freedom ; but the People of Golour trod back their ſtepis 


towards ſlauery. 


The ſituation of the F rendh Sn early attracted 
the attention of the Conſtituent Aſſembly. At this time 
all was tranquil ; at leaſt as tranquil as ſuch a ſtate of op- 


preſſion will permit. Political health can only be attri- 
buted to*a country with a free conſtitution. The ſitua- 


tion of the iſlands, is that of a paralytic: one part is 


i torpid, whilſt the other is affected with the frantic mo- 
| tions of St. Vitus's dance. 


The firſt interference of the National Aſſembly in the 
affairs of the Colonies, was by a decree of the 8th March 


1790, which declared F* that all free perſons, who were 
proprietors and reſidents of tws years ſtanding, and who con- 


buted to the exigencies of the ſlate, ſhould exerciſe the 
rights of went which conſtitute he quality of French 


citizens. Fo 


* Letter of M. Blanchelande, read 3 in the National Al. 
ſembly, Jan. 17th, 17922. 
5 Speech of M. Bergeras, in the National Aſtembly, 7th 
. 
+ Que toute perſonne libre, proprietaire ou domicilic depuis 
deux ans, et contribuable, jouira du droit de ſuffrage qui 
eonſtitute la qualité de en actif,” Art. . 
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This decree, though in fact it gave no new rights to 
the People of Colour, was regarded with a jealous eye by 


the white Planters; who evidently ſaw that the generality 


of the qualification included all deſcriptions of proprietors. 


They affected, however, to impoſe a different conſtruction 


upon it. The People of Colour appealed to common juſ- 


| tice, and common ſenſe “*: it was to no purpoſe. The 
Whites repelled them from their Aſſemblies. Some commo- 
tions enſued, in which they mutually fell a ſacrifice to their 
pride, and their reſentment.— The Amis des Notrs have not 
been accuſed of any interference in theſe diſſentions, to 
Which it is however probable that the ſlaves were not in- 


Theſe diſturbances again excited the vigilance of the 


National Aſſembly. The neceſſity of ſome definitive ar- 


rangement was apparent; but the difficulty and danger of 
too violent an interference was not leſs ſo. In order how- 


ever to relieve the Coloniſts from any apprehenſions that 
the French Conſtitution was intended to be enforced in the 
Iflands, fo as to liberate or meliorate the the condition of 
the ſlaves, a decree was paſſed on the 12th day of October, 


1799, by which the Aſſembly declared, as a conſtitutional 
article, © That they would eſtabliſh no regulations reſpecting 


the internal goverament of the Colonies, without the preciſe 


and formal requeſt of the Colonial Aſſemblies.” | 


By this decree the Conſtituent Aſſembly not only Ef: 


abled themſelves from exerciſing any future diſcretion on 
the condition of the ſlaves; but, as far as in their power, 
tied up the hands of their ſucceſſors from affording relief 
to that devoted race, or reſcuing them from any tyranny 
that might be exerciſed over them. They were delivered 
over to their maſters, who were at once their accuſers, 


The arguments of their advocates upon this head are un- 
anſwerable © Je nvattache a cette expreſſion generale toutes les 
| perſonnes, et je demande ſi les hommes de couleur ne ſont pas 


des perſonnes: alors, s'ils ẽtoient proprietaires, domicilies et 
contribuables, je ne vois aucune dithculte, je ne vois aucun 
raiſon pour leur refuſer les avantages attaches a ces qualités. 


Speech of Mr. Pétion, 11th of May, 1791. 
92 their 


. 1390 
their judges, and their executioners; accountable for their | 
miſconduct to no human power. So far from oppoſing 
the aims, or fettering the authority of the Coloniſts, the 

Aſſembly became their accomplice in oppreſſion, and ſent 
armies of freemen to maintain the reign of deſpotiſm. All 
was in the power of the Coloniſts; and if they had only 
maintained unanimity among themſelves, the blood of the 
negroes might have cried to heaven, but France had for 


ever ſhut her eycs to their ſufferings, and ſtopt her e ears to 
their lamentations. : 


Peace was not, however, the conſequence of this decree. 
The proprietors,” is is true, had obtained a legal right of 
tyrannizing ; but the unfortunate queſtion Kill recurred, 

I go ſhould be permitted to exerciſe that right? On this. 
head the decree was ſilent. New Agentien aroſe: each 
of the parties covered under a facttious patriotiſm the 
moſt atrocious deſigns. Aſſaſſination and revolt became 
frequent. Mauduit, a French officer of rank loft his life 
by the hands of his own countrymen. The unfortunate 
Ops, a Planter of Colour, who had exerted himſelf in 
France in the cauſe of his brethren, reſolved to ſupport 

by force their juſt pretenſions. He landed in the Spaniſh | 
territory of St. Domingo, where he aſſembled about 600 5 
mulattoes. Before he proceeded to hoſtilities, he wrote te 
the French general, that his deſire was for peace, provi- 
ded the laws were enforced. His letter was abſurdly con- 
ſidered as a declaration of war. Being attacked and van- 
quiſhed he took refuge amongſt the Spaniards, who de- 
livered him up to his adverſaries. * The horrors of his 
death were the harbingers of future crimes. 


Theſe diſturbances Mill ene the National Aſſem « 
' bly found it neceſſary, at length, to decide between the 
contending parties. A long and violent debate took place, 
in which ſeveral members who had on other occaſions diſ- 


* fant bien preter Jes crimes à celui qu%on veut afſaſüner 
avec le glaive de la juſtice. Oge eſt mort martyr de la liberté 
et de la loi; car tout ctoit pour lui. humanite, juſtice, decret. 
Le cencerdat Va verge; Vinfamie ne fletrit Plus lon nom. 
Qu elle fletriſſe à jamais celui de ſes tyrans. 

—— of Vir. Brillot, iſt of December, 1791. 
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thngwiſhed themſelves by their talents, and their patriot- 


im, oppoſed with a degree of warmth as pertinacious as 
it was inconſiſtent, the pretenſions of the People of Colour. 
Their reſiſtance was, however, unſucceſsful. On the 15th 


of May, 1791, a decree was made, conlifting of two 


articles, by the firſt of which the Aſſembly confirmed that 


of the 12th of October, ſo far as reſpected the ſlaves in 


their iſlands. It is true that the word fave was cautiouſly 


omitted in this document, and they are only character- 
ized by the negative deſcription of “ men not free,” ag if 


right and wrong depended on a N of words, or a mode 


of expreſſion. 1 


This part of the decree met with but little u - 


: thongh it paſſed not without ſevere reprehenſion from a 
few enlightened members. The ſecond article reſpectin * 


the People of Colour was ſtrongly conteſted. Thoſe who 
were before known by the appellation of Patriots divided 


= upon it. Jt was, however, determined 1 in the relult, that 

the People of Colour born of free parents {ſhould be 
conſidered as active citizens and be eligible to the offices 
| of government in the iſlands. : 


This Second Article which: decided upon a right PER 15 


the Fame of Colour had been entitled to, for upwards of 
a century *, inſtead of reſtoring peace, may be conſidered 
as the cauſe, or rather the pretext ; of all the ſubſequent 
_ evils that the colony of St. Domingo has ſuſtained. They 
| aroſe not indeed from its execution, but from its counter 
action by the White Coloniſts. Had they, after the awful 
warnings they had already experienced, obeyed. the ordi- 
nances of an aſlemdly they-pretended to revere ; had they 


imbibed one drop of the true ſpirit of that conſtitution to 
which they had vowed an inviolable attachment ; had they 
even ſuppreſſed the dictates of pride in the ſuggeſtions of 
prudence; the ſtorm that tareatened them had. bee en avert- 


* This 83 after A not the extenſion, but 4 reſftric- 
tion of a privilege, It was aiſerted in the National Aſſembly 
that of 100 free Negroes, icarcely 2 would be found who could 

quality under this tie, 


Speech of Mr. Rewbell, 7th of Sept. 1791. 
ed, 


1 


ed, and in thei obedience to the parent {tate, they had 


dif played an act of patriotiſm, and preſerved themſelves 


from all polibility of danger. 


But the ede tie of the Proghs of Colour ſtung the 
| nnd nerves of the White Colouiſts. The deſcerdants 


_ of {laves might have loſt the reſentments of their fathers ; 
but the hatred of a deſpot is hereditary. The European 
maxim, allows * That they ne'er pardon who have done the 
zwrong ; but in the colonies this perverſity attains a more 
monſtrous growth, and the averſion to African blood 
_ deſcends from generation to generation. No ſooner had 
the decree paſſed, than the deputies from the Iſlands to the 
National Aſſembly withdrew their attendance. The Co- 
lonial Committee, always under the influence of the 
planters, ſuſpended their labours Its arrival in the iſland 
| truck the Whites with conſternation. * They vowed to 


ſacrifice their lives rather than ſuffer the execution of the 


_ decree. Their rage bordered upon phr-nzy, They pro- 

poſed to impriſon che French merchants then in the iſland, 
to tear down the National Flag, and hoiſt the Britiſh 
Standard in its place, Whilſt the joy of the Mulattoes 
was mingled with apprehenſions and with fears, St. Do- 

mingo re- echoed with the cries of the Whites, with their 
menaces, with their blaſphemies againſt the conftitution. A 
A motion was made in the ſtreets to fire upon the People 
of Colour, who fled from the City and took refuge i in the 
plantations of their friends and in the woods. They were at 


length recalled by a proclamation: but it was only to 
ſwear ſubordination to the Whites, and to be witneſſes of 


freſh enormities. Amidſt theſe agitations the ſlaves had 
remained in their accuſtomed ſubordination. Nor was it 
till the month of Auguſt, 1791, that the ſymptoms of the 
inſurrection appeared amongſt them. If the notoriety of 
this fact require any evidence, it may be found in the Re- 
125 of the Colonial Committee, in the letters of Mr. 


vide ſetters of M. Blanchelande 154 before the Afembly, * 


_ 22nd of Auguſt, 1791, 
Addrefs of the Syndicks of the Chamber of Commerce of 
Rouen, read the 7th of September, 1791. 


Speech of M. Brikiot, it of December, 1791. 
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Blanchelande ®, in the ſpeeches of the members of the 


allembly, in the publication which is the ſubject of theſe 


remarks. A confiderable number both of Whites and 


People of Colour had loſt their lives in theſe commotions 


beſore the flaves had given indications of diſaffection 
bey were not, however, inſenſible of the opportunities 


of revolt afforded by the diſſentions of their maſters. 
They had learnt that no alleviation of their miſeries was 


over to be expected from Europe; that in the ſtruggle for 


Colonial Dominion their humble intereſts had been equal- 


ly facrificed or forgotten by all parties. They felt their 
curb relaxed by the diſarming and diſperſion of their Mu- 
latto maſters, who had been accuſtomed to keep them 

under rigorous diſcipline. Hopeleſs of relief from any 
guarter, they roſe in different parts; and ſpread deſolation 
over the iſland. If the cold cruelties of deſpotiſm have 
no bounds, what ſhall 0 18 cied from the paroxikns of 85 
deſpair? } 


To this . our r preſent Inquiry is particularly fred 


ed, nor ought it to paſs over with an unſupported aſſer- 
tion, or a probable ſuppoſition. The cauſe of the inſur- 
rection has been agitated in the National Aſſembly, long 
- 2 the preſentation of the Addreſs of the Deputies. In 

. 


e courſe of the debate, it was aſſerted, without contra- 


diction, that all the Mulattoes, OR thoſe in the ſouthern 


* The W dated the 2 of September, 1791, IRE Mr. | 


| Blanchelande thus deſcribes the commencement of the inſur- | 
rection. 


On the 22d of Auguſt the Colonial Aﬀembly Wade my 
preſence at the examination of ſeveral perſons, as well Whites 
as Blacks, who had been apprehended by the patrol, I was 
convinced from their depoiitions that a conſpiracy was formed 
againſt the Colony, and particularly againſt the Cape. 1 


learned that on the night of the ſame day, it was intended to 
burn ſeveral dwellings near the Cape, and to maſſacre all the 


Whites. On the morning of the 23d ſeveral perſons from the 


country took refuge in the town. They brought information 


that many of the Black labourers had revolted, and that many 


Whites hag. becn put to death. 


Read Norember 3th, 1791. 


parts 
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parts were diſarmed by the Whites, and that the Negroes 
had revolted * becauſe thoſe who had been accuſtomed to coerce 
them were incapacitated, Ts it extraordinary, ſaid the O- 
rator, that the Slaves ſhould revolt when they find the Mu- 
 lattoes diſarmed; when they ſee them compelled to quit the 
Cape, or be expuſed to the myſt horrible puniſhments? Even the 
Colonial Committee, though ever attentive to the repre- 
ſentations of the Whites were unable to diſcover any other 
cauſe of the inſurrection. After all the accuſations of the 
| Coloniſts, as well in the Addreſs now under conſidera- 
tion, as in other intemperate pieces, they acknowledged 
that no proof had been adduced to them of the interference 
of the Society of the Anis des Neirs. The White Coloniſis, 
 fay they, in their Report of the 11th of January lait, have 
complained of the calumnies and outrages that appear in the 
_ writings of the Amis des Noirs. It is difficult to calculate what _ 
has been their moral influence; ; but hitherto there is no bi- 
dence that the Amis dis Noirs have excited theſe troubles, 
_ and we have found all the accuſations agar WA them fatally l 


5 meme by proof. 


Before we proceed with our narrative, let us be per- 
| mitted a reflection on the comparative ſtate of the inha- 
bditants of St. Domingo, at the time the inſurrection took 
plwace. The White Coloniſts had juſt recovered their 
| liberties, and were called upon to exerciſe the higheſt | 
political rights, and preſcribe for themſelves their own q 
conſtitution. The Slaves had been reſigned up to their 


. j unlimited controul ; all that deſpotiſm can with for they 


enjoyed: paramount and uncontroulable themſelves, they 
_ exerciſed uncontrouled and undefined authority over others. 5 
One only circumſtance embittered their enjoyment of a 

power ſo inn to the perverted taſte of man. They 
were required to ſhare it with others, who, though equally | 
tree with themſelves, equally competent to the exerciſe 
of it, and equally intereſted in its reſult, were unfortu- 
nately diſtinguiſhed by a different ſhade of colour. Jea- 
louſy is inſeparable from the luſt of power, and a natural 
diſtinction leryed as a plea for reſtricting all hdr to 


* Speech of Mr, Briſlot, 27th of October, 1; 91 
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_ the hands of a few. The People of Colour remonſtrated 
Wl againſt this injuſtice. They repreſented the dangerous 
Z conſequences that might ariſe not only to themſelves but 
=: to the Ifland, if they v were degraded in the eyes of their 
3 dependants, and compelled to contribute to the ſupport of 
a government in which they were as paſſive as their Slaves. 
The decree of the 15th of Ma juſtified and confirmed 
their pretenſions. But the nan gripe of Injuſtice relaxes 
not without force; and the White Planters avowed their 
i reſolution to ſuffer every extremity rather than ſubmit to 
= a meaſure that was indiſpenſibly neceſſary not only to 
| their own proſperity, but even to their own preſervation. 
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. -If fich paſſions can agitate the human boſom, when 
Bit ; required to ſhare with others that power to which they 
Tit haue an equal right; if the People of Colour in aſſerting 
10 their claim to a ſeat in the Colonial Aſſembly, felt an im- 
ii pulſe that ſet danger at defiance, and cheerfully encoun- 
| tered death, even in its moſt horrid forms; what ſhall we 
cConceive were the feelings of the Negroes ? The claims 
of the People of Colour had been recognized by the Parent 
Country; but the Negroes had been formally configned 
cover to the will of their Maſters, without one ſtipulation 
in their favour. Political ſubordination, however hateful 
to a liberal mind, is as bright as day when compared with 
the dark and hopeleſs bondage of the Negro: a bondage 
that combines the pangs of intellectual miſery, with the 
ſufferings of a brute, Under theſe circumſtances was it 
neceſſary for the Amis des Noirs to inform the Negroes 
that they were an unhappy and an injured race? Is it to 
be ſuppoſed they were unacquainted with the cauſes of 
_ contention amongſt the Planters ? and is not the love of 
freedom contagious ? When they ſaw men whoſe wealth 
not only exempted them from perſonal labour, but ſup- 
plied them with all the blandiſhments of luxury, contend 
at the peri] of their lives for a ſhare in the government of 
the Iſland, could they turn with indifference to the con- 
templation of their own numbers, and their own oppreſ- 
ſions? It was not then the voice of the Anis des Norrs, 
it was the irreſiſtible call of Nature that excited the 
Inſurrection : the former would have ſoothed them to 
praces 
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peace, the latter hurried them blindly on to inevitable 


Won. 


In its commencement this inſurrection was however by 


no means formidable; and the General Blanchelande has 


been accuſed in the National Aſſembly of puſillanimouſly 


_entrenching himſelf in a town already fortified, when he 


ſhould have led out his troops to ſuppreſs t the revolt. 


« Whoever, ſays Mr. Briſſot, adviſed him to this mea- 
ſure, has occaſioned the ruin of the Colony.” ? There is 


indeed little doubt but a vigorous exertion would ſoon 


have extinguiſhed the flame. Even when the number of 

inſurgents amounted to 50, ooo, and they had formed 
themſelves into two bodies, an engagement of an hour 

deſtroyed the camp of one, and the other was totally diſ-— 


Rome by | the diſcharge of A ew Eos of Cannon. | 


Avoiding the repetition 1 the diſeulting burbaritios ; 
_ alternately exerciſed by the contending parties, let us 
inquire what effect the inſurrection of the Slaves had upon 
the diſſentions of the Planters which had given riſe to 
them. The White Party ſoon diſcovered, that although 
they could legiſlate without the aſſiſtance of the People 
of Colour, they could not preſerve the Ifland from de- 
ſtruction without them; and they at length bowed their 
| ſtubborn necks under the irreſiſtible weight of their com- 


mon danger. In thus calling for aſſiſtance upon thoſe 
| whom they had injured and inſulted by every means in 


their power, they ſhrunk from that arrogant inflexibility 
of character which was expected from them. Amongſt 
the conjectures that took place in France when informa- | 
tion of the Revolt was firſt received there, we may no- 


tice that of the Reporter of the Colonial Committee.“ 


cc Believe not, ſays he, that the Mpite Creole wil! ever 5 
unite in the common cauſe with the Man of Cilour, although 


they are both proprietors, and have both the ſame intereſts to 


defend. Even the imperious yoke of Mecelſity will bend 


under the odious prejudices againſt his origin.“ Nothing 


can efface the unjuſt di ee Which heep him at ſo infinite 


o 


. Report of the Colonial Committee, 27th Oktober, 1791. 
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a di Hane, that the White wintt with lefs horror hear 5 


enemies accuſe him of a crime, than aſſert that a drop of 


African blood circulates in his veins, Such a reproach is 


conſidered as the moſt outrageous inſult, He tranſmits his 


vengeance to his poſterity, and hence originates that un- 
= quenchable hatred which is happily known only in theſe cli- 


mates, in which the ſofteſt pajjuns ariſe to an exceſs of 
 Pbronzy.” 


53 


Ihe Reporter was, however, miſtaken, 
Fear operates more forcibly than hatred, even in the 
breaſt of a Creole. On the 25th of Auguſt the Colonial 


Aſſembly condeſcended to invite the People of Colour to 
_ unite with tnem for the common defence. On the 2d, 


34, and 4th of September, they deliberated on the queſ- 
tion of admitting them to their rights. The People of 
Colour in the mean time had armed for their defence, 


but had kept aloof both from the Whites and the Negroes, 


On the 11th of September a convention took place, 


2 which produced the agreement called the Concordat, by 
which the White Planters ſtipulated chat they would no 
longer oppoſe the law of the 15th of May, which gave 
political rights to the People of Colour. The Colonial 
Aſſembly even promiſed to meliorate the ſituation of the 
People of Colour, born of parents not free, and to whom TS 
the decree of the 15th of May did not extend. Aan 
union was formed between the |lanters, which, if it had 
| ſooner taken place, had prevented the Inſurrection. The 
Inſurgents were every where difpirited, repulſed, and 


diſperſed ; and the ny Welt preſerved. from total 


| deſtruction. 


At the moment theſe nn happened : at 8. Do- 
mingo, an important ſcene was acting in the National 


Aſſembly of France. From the time of paſſing the de- 
cree of the 15th of May, the White Coloniſts in France, 
and their numerous Friends in the National Aſſembly, 
had never ceaſed to accuſe the authors of it of having 
: conſpired together for the ruin of the Colonies, In 
_ execrating its purport, and predicting its conſequences, 
| they had las the minds of the retident Wee to the 


* See Decree of the Colonia | Aſtmbly , 20th Sept. 1791. 
"higheſt 


hizheft pitch of rage. The true Incendiaries of St. Do- 
mingo are to be diſcover2d amongſt the Coloniſts who, 
immediately after the decree of the 15th of May, failed 
for that Iſland to fruſtrate its publication, and oppoſe its 


execution. The Aſſembly had been weak enough to 
_ entruſt the Colonial Committee with expediting the de- 


cree. In that Committee the apoſtate patriot Barnave 
had unlimited authority. The conſequence was, that 


tthe firſt publication of the decree at St. Domingo appeared 
in the French newſpaper called The Monitor. The 


inſtructions intended to accompany, it were intentionall 


delayed till their effect was totally fruſtrated. Before the 
decree arrived, all was prepared for its reception, and the 


_ reſult was ſuch. as has before been ſtated. So far the 
White Coloniſts had ſucceeded in their aims. The pre- 


dicted diſſentions between them and the People of Colour 


had taken place, and all that now remained was to charge 


the decree of the 1 Sth of May as the cauſe of that miſ- 


chief, which the Whites had themſelves voluntarily occa- 


5 Ronen. Barnave and his adherents were indefatigable in 


their exertions, and almoſt in the very moment when the 
juſtice and neceſſity of the decree of the 15th of May had 
been acknowledged by the Concordat, the repeal of it was 


pronounced in the National Aﬀembiy. By the decree of 


the 24th of the ſame month of September, the People of 
Colour were virtually excluded from all right of Colonial 


Legiſlation, and expreſsly placed in the power of the White 


Coloniſts,* On this diſgraceful meaſure it is only to be 


remarked, that it was as defective in point of legal autho- 
rity as it was in abſtract juſtice. For although it is deno- 
minated a Conſtitutional aft, it was paſſed fifteen days 


after the new code had been preſented to and accepted by 
the King, and was the firſt infringement of a ſyſtem of 


government, which the founders | at leaſt ought to have 


Z Heng facred. 


5 Aer. 3. Les lois concernant \tPetat des Pera non Ba 5 
et le tat politique des Hommes 4e Couleur, & Negres libres, 
a inſi que les reglemens relatifs a Pexecution de ces memes 


, lois ſeront faites par les AJ:mblees C:lontales. 


+ Speech of M. Fauchet, 12th December, 1791, and: of 
M, Gran de Coulon, 2d 8 8855 1798: 


People 


(=) 
Ik the decree of the 1 5th of May could indiaate the 


White Coloniſts to the frantic acts of violence before 
deſcribed, what ſhall we ſuppoſe were the feelings of the 


People of Colour on that of the 24th of September, which 


again blaſted thoſe hopes they had juſtly founded on the 
| conſtitutional law of the Parent State, and the ſolemn ra- 
| tification of the White Coloniſts? No ſooner was it 


known in the Iſlands than thoſe diſſentions which the Re- 


volt of the Negroes had for a while appeaſed, broke out 


with freſh violence. The apprehenſions entertained from 


the Slaves had been allayed by the effects of the Concordat; 
dut the Whites no ſooner found themſclves relieved from 
the terrors of immediate deſtruction, than they availed 
themſelves of the decree of the 24th of September; they 
formally revoked the G -ncordat, and treacherouſly refuſed 
to comply with an engagement to which they owed their 
very exiſtence. The People of Colour were in arms; 


they attacked the Whites in the Southern Provinces ; 


they poſſeſſed themſelves of Fort St. Louis, and defeated _ 


their opponents in ſeveral engagements. A powerful 


body ſurrounded Port-au-Prince, the capital of the Iſland, 
and claimed the execution of the Concordat.* At three Ke. £ 


ferent times did the Whites aſſent to the requiſition, and 

as often broke their engagement. Gratified with the 
predilection for Ariſtocracy which the conſtituent Aſſem- 
bly had in its dotage avowed, they affected the appellation 
of Patriots, and had the addreſs to transfer the popular 


odium to the People of Colour, who were contending for 


their indiſputable rights, and to the few White Coloniſts 
who had virtue enough to eſpouſe their cauſe. Under 


this pretext, the municipality of Port-au-Prince required 


M. Grimoard, the captain of the Boreas, a French line 
of battle ſhip, to bring his guns to bear upon, and to 
cannonade the People of Colour+ aſſembled near the town: 
he at firſt refuſed, but the crew deluded by the cry of Pa- 


triotiſm, enforced his compliance. 2 8 ſooner Was this 
6 Ls Cauſe des Troubles eſt dans Vinfornale vankd des 
planes, qui 2rois fois ont viole un Concordat, que. trois fois ils 
avoi nt jure de _—_— | | 
5 eech of Mr. Briſſot, 10th Feb. 1792. 
Report of the Colonial Committee, 29th Feb. 1792. 
| meaſure 


( 23 ) 


meaſure adopted, than the people of Colour gave a looſe 
to their indignation; they ſpread over the country, and 
ſet fire indiſcriminately to all the plantations; the greateſt 


part of the town of Port-au-Prince ſoon afterw 'ards ihared. 
the ſame fate. Nothing ſeemed to remain for the W hite 


Inhabitants but to ſeek "heir ſafc ty in quitting the Colony. 


In the Northern Parts the People of Colour adopted a 
more magnanimous and perhaps a more prudent conduct. * 


« They begun, ſays Mr. Verniaud, by offering their blood to 


a the Whites. Me ſhall wait, faid they, till wwe have ſaved. 


« you, before we aſſert our own claims.“ They accordin gly 


; oppoſed themſelves to the revolted Negroes with unex- 
ampled courage. They endeavoured to ſoothe them b 


5 attending to their reaſonable requiſitions, 4 and if the Co- 
lony of St. Domingo be preſerved to the French nation, 


it will be by the exertions of the! *eople of Colour. 


After this recital of authentic and indifputable fac As, 1s 


'Þ difficult to trace the cauſes of the Infurretion ? Is it 


to the Amis des Noirs—to the 3 for aboliſhing the 


Slave Trade, that they are to be imputed ? The 0 2Ntl- 


ments of Mr. Briſſot are thoſe of all the true friends of the 


Negroes :t © 7 challenge, fad he, the authors of theſe 


calumnies to ſpecify a angle fats ara. la the Amis DES NolRs. 
 T will bow down my head on the ſcaffol a, if it be proved that I 
babe written a ſingle line to the Colonies, or have ſupported 
any relation or correſpondence <with them whatever. I wiſh 
_ the 2 tuation of the Negroes mitigated, but not at the expenſe 


: 1 the blood of my brethren. 1 ſhould be unworthy of the 
L 


erty. [ 170) if 1 could adviſe a Ving le Negro to rije 9 
* Speech of Mr Verniaud, 1 Debataber: a 1791. 


+ Dans la province du Nord les Hommes de Couleur, à 


| Vexception de ceux de quelques paroiſſes, ſe ſont comportes 
avec la plus grand prudence ; toujours us ſe ſont emprefies de 
combattre les noirs : toujours ils ont montre la plus grand 


confiance dans les decrets de PAfemblee Nationale. Deux 
Centre eux, M. M. Rouanet & Laforeſt, font alles dans le 
camp des revoltes, pour y negocier la paix; leur zele, les 
ſoins qu'ils ſe ſont donnes, dans cette occaſion ſont au- deſſus 


de toute cloge. Lepert, zgth Feb, 1791. 
d peech of Mr. Bliſſot, Nov. 9, 1791, a 
his 
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his Maſter; and it is dleteſtable that they who know my prin- 
ciples and thoſe of M. AA. Petion, Roberſpierre, Gregoire, 
Claviere, Condorcet, ſhould be the authors of ſuch accuſa- 
tions. Tn proportion as the ſources of theſe calamities 
have been more diſtintly traced, the White Coloniſts 
have felt the convictions of truth, and their advocates 
have been reluctantly compelled to acknowiedge it. On 
the 10th of February, 1792, a letter was read in the 
National Aſſembly, from Mr. Poymonbrun, a Coloniſt 
of St. Domingo, in which he attributes the troubles to 
the pride of ſome of the Whites, who refuſed to admit the 
Men of Colour to the rights of active Citizens, In the Re- 
port of the Colonial Committee of the 12th of the ſame 
month, they ſay, Without doubt the Colonifts are not 


exempt from all reproach ; but becauſe ſome individuals are 


culpable, muſt the whole population be ſacrificed ® Should 
even that culpability affett THE MAJORITY, they muſt in- 
tereſt us even by their misfortunes, and call upon us for a 
_ moment to forget their errors and their crimes.” May their 
diſtreſſes be alleviated ; and may they learn humanity 
Bb then Ren! Cui De 1 


By the lateſt accounts from St. Domingo it appears the 
apprehenſions from the Negroes have ceaſed; but that the 
inveterate prejudices of the Planters, and the effects of a 
_ culpable dereliction of principle in the Conſtituent Aſſem 
_ bly, ſtill continues to agitate it. The diſafters of St. Do- 
 minge, ſays M. Tarbe, (the Reporter for the Colonies)* _ 
have now their principal cauſe in the miſunderſtanding be- 
tzocen the Whites and the Mulattoes. In the Northern 
Parts, adds he, the Men of Colour have joined the Whites, 
and the Negroes are either reduced or rendered incapable of 
further miſchief. In the Weſtern Provinces not a Negro is 
In rebellion, but the Men of Colour have po wed themſelves 
of many diſtricts, and occupy the plains. The Southern Parts 
are in the ſame ſituation : the Negroes are at peace, but the 
People of Colour exerciſe the greateſt enormities. + In one 


« Report, 29th F ebruary, 1791. 


'+ En un mot, dans toute la Colonie, il n'y avoit plus rien 
a craindre des revoltes ; out de la meſintelligence entre les 
blancs et les gens de couleur. Report, 29th Feb. 1792. 7 
. — ñ — —— word 


( 25 ) 
word, adds be, throughout all the Colony NOTHING is to be 


apprebended from the Negroes; EVERY THING, 15 the 
| "2; between the Whites and the People of 


lour.”? 


Such is the preſent ſituation of this Colony : A prey to 


the * and to the prejudices of the white proprietors, 
not to the violence of the revolted Negroes. Whilſt the 
fears arifing from the latter, are, it appears, totally allayed, 
the former are ſtill exerting every nerve to effect a pur- 


poſe that can only end in their own ruin, Chaſtized, but 
not improved, in the ſchool] of misfortune, they now me- 
ditate a new outrage, and call upon the parent itate to in- 
validate the Concordat, and to eſtabliſn by force the pre- 


tended decree of the 24th of September. Shall then the 
advocates ofpeace, Irraticnally accuſed of the moſt atro- 


cious deſigns, ſhrink from the queſtion ſo inſolently put 
to them by the Deputies of the Colonies, through the 
medium of the National Ailembly ? or fhall they not 
anſwer with the conviction of truth—Ycs, miſtaken men. 
« * /t is you who have placed fire and ſword in the hands 


of your Negroes. It is you that have lighted the torch 


that has deſtroyed your plantations. It 7s o- that have. 


ſharpened the daggers that have aſſaſſinated your brethren 


and your n e It is you that have prompted the brutal 


paſſions of which your females have been the haplets 


victims: who have kindled in your country the e HE 
which has already covered it with | aſhes, and will perhaps g 


| reduce it to nothing. 


If, however, no concluſions can be drawn from the 
hiſtory of theſe diſorders, either to impeach the pro- 
moters of the Abolition of the Slave Trade, or to deter 


the Britiſh Parliament from daily conſidering, and full 


deciding on that important meaſure; it will afford in- 


ſtruction of a different nature. Nouriſhed in inveterat 
and it will be feared, irremediable prejudices, it may ſhe 


us, that the Coloniſts are not the beſt Judges e even of their | 


9 Particular Account of the Inſurrettion, P 26. 
D | own 
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that the preſervation of our own iſlands, from ſimilar 


( $0. } 


own intereſts : it may appriſe us of the dangers of facri. 


ficing general principles of ſubſtantial juſtice, to variable 
and temporizing expedients : it may demonſtate to us, 


difaſters, depends on the early adoption of meaſures, that 
whilſt they are vigorous and deciſive, are juſt, conciliatory, 
and humane; and may caution us, that where we chooſe 
not to impart the beamings of hope, we excite not the 
ragings of deſpair. = | 


OBSERVATIONS. 


DARTS 


OBSERVATIONS 
8 ON TH ; 
NSURRECTIO N 8 
, 
N E G R OE 
ISLAND OF ST. DOMINGO. 
1 BY. M. GARRAN COULON; 


N | Read i in his abſence be 1 M. Davy. before the National 
| Aſſembly, 29th of F 8 of 1792. 


HE accounts received of the diſturbances in St. 


- Domingo, undoubtedly leave us in much uncer- 
5 tainty3 but the principal facts are unqueſtionable. They 
reduce themſelves to a ſmall number of important and in- 


conteſtible points. We ought at length to follow our oë u 
4 judgment and not rely upon others. It is by examining mat- 
ters maturely, that we put ourſelves on our guard àgainſt 


the ſpirit of party and diſhoneſty, which have frequently 
led aſtray the friends of liberty. By theſe means, the ca- 
lumnious reports which have been 8 ag guſt the 
Amis des Wars will be ſilenced. 


The ins ere ton no 3 ke out than it was attri- 
buted to the Amis des Neirs. Nothing but rage and weak- 


neſs coud have produced ſo raſh an accufation—Let them 


Cite a fingle action, a fingle publication, which has pro- 


voked the inſurrection. We ſurely need do no more than 
EZ Ro ak repeat. 


1 


( 28 ) 


> repeat the names of the principal members of this . 


tion, Meſſrs. Mirabeau, La Rochefoucault, Condorcet, 


La Fayette, &c. in order to do away theſe calumnies. 
An aſſociation formed at a more early period than ours 


exiſts in the capital of Great Britain. Ever ſince the 
formation of this foctety, philanthropick attempts have in- 


ceſſantly been the objects of its cares. Nevertheleſs, the 
Negroes in the Engliſh Colonies have continued to bear 
their yoke with the greateſt ſubmiſſion If then, we can 
at preſent with ay certainty aſſign a caule to the troubles 


in St, Domingo they muſt be attributed to the degradation 


of the People of Colour, rather than to a Philanthropick 
Soc ety. In iact, in North America, there is a religious 
ect which, without exciting diſturbances, is continually, 
deviſing means for obtaining the enfranchiſement of the 
Negroes. The Congreſs itſelf is preparing for the adop- 
tion of this meaſure at ſome future period, and there is 
only one of the American States where the traffick is 
not already aboliſhed. Let us. then attribute the troubles 
to the contagion of counter-revolution principles; and 
above all, to the i Inj iuſtice of which the Whites have been 
guilty in refuſing to let the Mulattoes partake of the bleſ- 


lings of liberty; and laſtly, to the culpable neglect of the 


| inforcement of the decree of the 1 5th of May. Have we 
not, in the Conſtituent Aſſembly, ſeen deſerters from the 
Cauſe of the People connect themſelves with the Ariſto- 
cracy to pave the way for the I of that decree, by pre- 


venting the departure of the Commiſſioners? And does 


not this evidently prove that thoſe troubles have had the 

ſame origin as thoſe of Avignon and the camp of Jalès? 

Like te Avignonais and the Liegeois, the People of Colour 
were oppreſſe 20, and they wiſhed to become free; and theſe 
emotions have excited in the minds of the Negroes the 


ſame deſire of independence, In like manner, at Paris, 


. when the Baſtile was taken, did not tne priſoners in the 
Chatelet and the Bicetre, break their fetters? Theſe un- 
5 civilized men, who were nearer to a ſtate of nature, were 
not deaf to the cries of liberty which reſounded on every 
ſide. Perhaps too, the Whites have themſelves excited 
the diſcontent of their Negroes : as we ſaw the court in 


1789, when it had an army under its command, rejoice in 


the tr Gable at Paris, ws as the l of Spain Was Fete 


Ca) 


at the revolt of the Portugueſe ; becauſe it rde an 
F pretence for numerous confiſcations. 


At St. . the party inimical to liberty cxeatied 
A  counter-revolution, diforder and civil war (for a coun- 
ter- revolution could reſult only from a general confuſion) 


and the men of this party ſubſtituted the black cockade in 
place of the cockade of liberty, even in the very light of 


the Colonial Aſſembly. But not even theſe proofs were 
neceſſary to diſcover the ſcheme of aſſerting their inde- 


pendence, which was formed by the planters of St. Do- 
mingo and Martinico. Before theſe troubles they had 
dared to decree, as a conſtitutional artide, that the eſta- 


bliſhment of interior regulations belonged to the colony 


alone. Did not the former General Aſſembly of the 
Iſland of St. Domingo undertake to diſband the army of 


the nation? In fine, did not theſe deputies, in the name 


of the colonics, threaten France with a ſeparation ſimilar 


to that which has taken place between the United Sates 


of America and England? Is it dificult to conceive that 
men accuſtomed to deſpiſe their fellow men, to ſubjugate 


them under the yoke of their deſpotick wills, can have no 


7 pou love for their country, than they have for equali- 


_ Theſe ſame planters, who might have found fo many 


Avia :ges in their union with France, and whoſe depu- 


ties ſtiled themſelves the deputies of the whole nation, pre- 


tended that the other deputies of France could not take a 
| ſhare in the formation of their laws; whilſt, however, 
| theſe men took a part in the formation of ours, their de- 


puties effected a ſeparation, and they returned only to re- 


peal the decree of the 15th of May. The Conktituent 
Aſſembly which, in its old age, ſuffered the National So- 
vereignty to be trampled on, yielded to their ſophiſms, and 

pronounced the fatal decree of the 24th of September, the 


, ole cauſe of all the diſaſters of St. Domingo. 


In truth, the reped) of the decree of the 15th of May, 
had not taken place when the inſurrection of the Blacks 
commenced: but the decree had been paſſed for the ſpace | 


of three months, without having been enforced. It was 
well known what ſtruggles patriotiſm had made in order to 
obtain it, and it was we -1l known that patriotiſin diminiſh- 
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tunes into wiich they have plunged themſelves. 


6 


ed every day, that plots were formed to obtain the repeal 


of this decree, and that culpable hopes were founded even 


on the diſturbances of the colonies. 


Theſe Obſervations which e out the 28 of the 


misfortunes of St Domingo, teach us that we ought never 


to ſuffer any infringement to be made upon the National 


Sovereignty; much leſs upon the rights of univerſal rea- 
ſon: they teach us that we ought to defend the planters 


themſelves againſt their obſtinate purpoſe of lulling them- 
ſelves aſleep to their own deſtruction, amidſt the preju- 
dices of pride, in fine, that we ought to naturalize among 


- them the character of citizen, by making them enjoy the : 
bleſſings of the revolution. Let us then afford ſuccour to 
the Whites, ſince they are unfortunate, let us grant them 
all the aſſiſtance that lies in our power. Vou would not 

refuſe it to your enemies, in a ſimilar ſituation. But, here 


I ſtop-lt is very true, that our moſt implacable enemies 


: N not have had it in their power to do us more miſchief: 
I will not mention the damage which they have done to 
our commerce, at a time when it had already experienced 
a conſiderable diminution—but can we forget the ſtains 
' which they have brought upon our Revolution, the pro- 
greſs of which, they have ſtopped by giving, under the 


reign of infant liberty, an example of the greateſt injuſtice, 


by placing tyrannic laws by the ſide of the Declaration of 
Rights, when they cauſed the ee of the Decree of the : 
: 24th of September. 


This Decree has deeply aflidted all ht friends of "i 
= Dog Ought we to let it ſtand? Would it not be a 


proof of extraordinary weakneſs, were we to retain this 


law, which people have the audacity to term a con/litutional = 
law, although it was enacted after the conſtitution of 
the kingdom, and even after the conſtitution of the 
Colonies was framed. This law, will tend to render the 


Planters independent of their French creditors ; and ſhall 


we ſuffer the ſovereignty of twenty-five mls of men to 
be trampled on, to fupport the tyranny and all. the ca- 
prices of unreſtrained deſpotiim ? Let the White Coloniſts 
at laſt know, that they cannot do without the mother 


country; that ſhe alone, can free them from the misfor- 


The 


3 2 


The criminal uſurpations of the clergy and the nobility, 
and all the abuſes of the royal power ;—in a word, all 
| kinds of diſaſters would follow upon the Decree of the 


24th of September ; and this independence would make 


the Colonies the centre of union for the ariſtocracy and 


the Counter-revolutioniſts. We are aſſured, that none 


of the reforms which the Conſtituent Aſſembly has made 
in the adminiſtration of juſtice, have been enforced at St. 
Domingo: that the molt atrocious proceedings of the old 
government, are ſtill practiſed there; that Oge was ex- 
amined on the ſellette, and that he was not allowed coun- 
ſel. It is at leaft evident, that the liberty of the preſs, 
that guarantee of public liberty, the loſs of which nothing 
can ſupply, has been proſcribed ; that arbitrary orders 
take place of laws; that F renchmen have been tranſ- 
ported without a trial, and under falſe pretexts ; that a 
veſſel has been forced to diſpoſe of its cargo, at a price 
fixed at arbitrary diſcretion. This is what the Colonial 
Aſſembly has done; you may judge what it would do in 


future time, were it inveſted with independent authority. 


The miniſter of the marine, after a long declamation 
_ againſt the Amis des Noirs, and the People of Colour, has 


already propoſed to you a plan of eſtabliſhing at St. Do- 


| mingo, a national guard, compoſed only of proprietors ; 
of erecting on that” iſland certain fortreſſes, not to deſend 5 
the coaſt, but to be made uſe of, as Rouſſe au ſays, in the 
interiòr part of the country, as neſts for tyrants. In fine, 
if the Colonies, rendered independent of the legiſlative 
body, were to be connected with the king alone, what a 
means of confidence would the executive power derive 
from this excluſive right of giving its ſanction! Being 


ſupreme chief of the army, he could ſtill enſlave it, b 


ſending the moſt patriotic regiments into the iſlands, 
under pretence of eſtabliſhing diſcipline there; but in 
reality, becauſe in this exile, they would } in vain appeal 


to the principles of juſtice and liberty. 


” "TE however, you are determined to. declare the Colo- 
T | nies independent, this declaration ought not to be made 
till the Decree of the 24th of September has been re- 


pealed, otherwiſe this independence would be extended to 
the Whites alone, who would preſerve the means of per- 
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petuating ariſtocracy. America emancipates its Coldiies | 
as ſoon as they are ſuficiently populous ; but ſhe has ex- 
preſsly decreed, that they ſhall not inſtitute an arbitrary 
government, or make any law in contradiction to the 

Declaration of Rights. In Greece, the parent ſtates, 
when they allowed their Colonies to govern themſelves, 
did not efteem themſelves by that means freed from the 
obligation of defending the citizens of thoſe Colonies 
5 againſt oppreſſion. This reciprocal aſſiſtance, which 
| kindred ſhould mutually afford each other, we ought 
now to give to the citizens of Colour at St. ay a6 as 

well as to the Whites. ie 


The Planters have formed: i; argzeth of aſſerting their 
independence, in order to eſtabliſh tyranny beyond the 


ſeas; we ought to be wiſer than they. This ſeparation 
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might lead them to their ruin, and perhaps would not be 
1o eaſy as they imagine; the diſpoſitions of the Engliſh, 
of America, and ſtill more their own experience, ſhould = 
_ convince them of this. If it be poffible that the Colo- 
nies could be happy in this ſeparation, on this fuppoſition, 
the parent ſtate muſt reap. from it the ſame advantages 
as Price predicted, when the American Colonies: ſepa- 
rated from England. The commerce of England with 
the United States, never was ſo flouriſhing as it has been 
ſince their ſeparation. They who are motf incruſted with 
the ruſt of ancient prejudices, do not diſpute the advan- 
tages of this independence. On this ſubject, there is 
only one opinion. But ſince our Colonies ſtill ſtand in 
need of the protection of the mother country, ſince we 
are obliged to protect their internal freedom, we ought to 
agree to the laws upon which this liberty is founded. 
Diſtance does not prevent the National Aſſembly from 
making laws concerning their external regulations; and 
ſince the king can refuſe to give his ſanction to the laws 
for their internal government, why ſhould not theſe latter 
laws be likewiſe ſubmitted to. the approbation of the le- 
giſlative body? The laws, under the empire of reaſon, 
ought no longer to be the reſult of ancient prejudices 
reſpectfully accumulated, but the greater the number f 
enlightened underſtandings which concur in their forma- 
, tion, the nearer do they approach to perfection. hs 
wou 
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would the Colonies prefer the Vets of the king; to the 

| opinion of the popular repreſentatives of eighty- three de- 
partments, eſpecially when this vero is not ſubordinate to 
the uniform-will of three legiſlatures * Would they chuſe 
rather to be ſubje& to the will of a miniſter who will al- 
ways be ambitious to augment his authority? If this be 


their wiſh, why do they addreſs themſelves to the Na- 


tional Aſſembly, requeſting our aſſiſtance? Is it not 
ridiculous to ſee them aſking the repreſentatives of a free 


people to ſupport an arbitrary government —a government 
alien to our laws, and , to our conſtitution? 


Our fleets, our armies, the produt of our contribu- 

tions, are no longer, as "they formerly were, the patri- 
mony of the monarch—they belong to the nation; they 
bs ought not to be made uſe of, except for the benefit of the 


nation, and conformably to the conſtitution. The king 


can require obedience from the troops of France, only in 
the name of the French laws, made by the repreſentatives 
ol the French people, and our amies are by no means 


ſubject to the laws of the Colonies. IF circumſtances. did 


nat permit us to enfranchiſe the Negroes, nothing could au- 
 thariſe us to ſet up as conſtitutional principles the temporary 


3 meaſures which prudence might have ſuggeſted to legiſiators. 
This is the reaſon why there exiſts not in the American 


conſtitutions a fingle article that gives a ſanction to fla- 
very; and the framers of this conſtitution, themſelves 
Proprietors of Slaves, perceived that they muſt leave to the 


maturity of time, to the progreſs of underſtanding and 


manners, the conſummation of the deſtruction of flavery. 

On the contrary, a propoſal is made to you, to annul the 
 Concordat, or to temporize for the purpoſe of giving the 
Whites the means of annulling it by force. | 


-S know not what can be expected from theſe dilatory 
meaſures, unleſs the involving in freſh miſeries, the Whites, 


who have with difficulty eſcaped from the fury of the re- 
yolted Negroes. Will any one dare to aſſert, that the 
| Decree of the 24th of September, of which they wiſh o 


avail themſelves, is a conſtitutional article? 


Let the French Conſtitution anſwer this queſtiori=a 


Conſtitution, all the principles of which it contradicts. — 


Let 


—— 


_— — 


1 


R * 
— ts 7 fe 9 a ER — 
— 2 — — 8 
— 2 8. — Qu FLIAICOS — 
2 _ 
— — | ar rune > Sage } 
, i 
* 
"5 - 1 


— —— < _ — - — - 
e — — - noms ,. . 2 
. © e ä = * == <> Bonn Bip ==, — — 
— — — 0 * * . ys” SI on vo LT GT. 


n - 
— . — In Oo. * F — —— Y 
— —— a 4 as _ - — - 


a 


— 


2B — 
B rr LCM 
— — eg 7 


Ee IDS 

— 

— — a__ 

- nag. — 


oe . ay A. > ny 
— — r 7 . 
——ů— ESE SEES 


. 
* * yy yo . _ — 


Pup Witty dt oe Lo RAN 


nature. 


5 634) 
Let the Conſtitutional Decree of the 15th of May laſt 


_ anſwer it,—all the proviſions of which it has infringed, 
We can hardly imagine, that the Conftituent Aſſembly, 
notwithitanding all its power, could deprive a numerous 

_clats of free and proprietary citizens of their civil rights, 
efpecially without having ſummoned or heard them. If 


the excluſive Initiatire had been granted to the Colonies on 


the 16th of May, it is evident, that, after this Decree, 


the Conſtituent Aſſembly could no longer make laws con- 


Cerning the civil exiſtence of any claſs of men, without 
having been formally authorized ſo to do by the Colonial 


Aſſemblies. 


In vain will it be objected, that-an article of the Con- 


ſtitution declares, that the Colonies, although they form 


a a part of the French empire, were not comprized in the 


_ conſtitutional laws of France. What concluſion ſhall we 
draw from this? that the conſtitutional law of the 15th 


of May, not having been repealed by this article; cannot 


have been repealed ſince the completion of the conſtitu= 


tion. I mult obſerve, that the king having accepted the 


French Conſtitution, and that formed on the 15th of May 


for the Colonies, the Conſtituent Aſſembly could not 
trouble his throne with a new condition, which would 


coccaſion a loſs of rights, and if a refuſal of accepting the 
Decree of the 24th of September would not have occaſi- 


oned a loſs of rights; it follows of courſe, that it was 


not conſtitutional. The Conſtituent Aſſembly might 
reduce to principles the Conſtitutional laws which it had 


already made, but it could not make laws of a contrary 


Could we oblige the king, who had juſt (worn that he 


would maintain liberty and equality, to enforce a conſti- 


tur ion which deprives a numerous claſs of men of the 


rights which nature gives them? Is it not evident that his 


acceptance of this deeree could not have given it validity? 


and that, as an a of the legiſlative power, it is null, 
| ſince it has not gone through the formalities preſcribed by _ 


the conſtitution. - Let us proceed to the examination of its 
contents: In the conſtitution we ſee that privileges no 
longer exiſt in any part of the French Empire; that the 
national ſovereignty is indiviſible and hereditarily 8 

5 8 te 
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ted to the reigning family; that the colonies are e effentis1- 
ly a part of the French empire. It was upon theſe prin- 
ciples alone then that the Conſtituent Aſſembly could de- 
termine concerning the conſtitution of the colonies. Ne- 
vertheleſs, their independence is declared in ſuch a man- 
ner by the decree of the 24th of September that they are 
freed from the authority of the legillative body, and even 


from the authority of the conſtituent aſſemblies; and as 


the regal power is not compriſed in this decree, the con- 


5 ſequence 1 is that the colonies might chuſe: a king for them 


ſelves; but they will hardly imagine themſelves indepen- 
dent of the authority of that ineſtimable article of the de- 
_ claration of rights, which allows inſurrection and reſiſt - 
ance RR oppreſſion, ; 


1 may now confirm the timorous conſciences of thoſe 
"wh have aſſerted that they wiſhed for the repeal of the 
decree of the 24th of September, but were afraid of infring- 


ing upon a conſtitutional law. But neither the people, - 


who muſt ratify all conſtitutions, nor the Conſtituznt Aſ- 
ſembly, nor even the executive power, have ever looked 
upon this decree as truly conſtitutional. "Phe Conſti- 


i tuent Aflembly did not preſent it far the acc eptance of the 
King; and had it been conſtitutional, all the citizens, and 


particularly the deputies of this aſſembly, whoſe powers it 


7 would have limited, muſt have ſworn that they would act 
in conformity to it. When you have produced from your 


archives the conſtitutional act, how happens it that not one 
voice has ever been raiſed to demand that the deerec of 
the 24th of September alſo ſhould be brouzht to the Tri- 
bune? This decree had been too recently palled, too ſadiy 
renowned to be forgotten; and if the nation had not re- 
fuſed to ratify it, whence comes it that among the loyal 
addreſſes which have been preſented to the Conſtituent 
Aſſembly there has not been a ſingle one in favour of this 
decree ? The univerſal feelings, the ſpontaneous judzment 
of all the citizens, are better proots than all the ſubtleties. 
of argument, that this decree is not conſtitutional. Had 
I been ſo eſteemed by the executive power, the miniſter 
of the marine would not have propoſed to you different 
lau for the internal government of St. Domingo, for 
jaſtance, for the eſtabfiſhm ent of hired guards, and of 
E 3 1 forty 
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forts to be erected in the interior parts of the country. 
Let us then declare, that this decree is an infringement on 


the ſovereignty of the nation; we ſubmit not to it either 
as citizens or deſpotics ; but as men we ought to deteſt it. 


Mr. Garan Coulon then prepared the form of a decree 
abrogating that of the 24th of September; declaring a 
general amneſty throughout the colony, enacting, that 
the Colonial Afſemblies ſhould be formed purſuant to the 


decree of the 15th of May, that they ſhould give their ſen- 
timents on the ſubject of the internal government of the 
colonies, and on the beſt method of effecting the Abolition 
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Sie the preceding Inquiry Was i printed, 
Advice has been recei ved, that the Na- 


' TIONAL ASSEMBL r, on the 24th It nant, ft 


| Paſſed; almoſt unanimouſly, the following 
D E (6 R E E ee the C OLONIES. 
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3 . HE National Aſſembly n. and 1 
that the People of Colour and Free Negroes ought to 
enjoy the equality of political rights, as well as the Whites, 
in conſequence of which it decrees. as follows. 


AkTIcIE I. . after the publication of the 
. preſent decree, they ſhall proceed, in every one of the 


PFrench Colonies in the Windward and Leeward Iſlands, 


to the re- election of the Colonial and Municipal Aſſem- 
blies, after the manner preſcribed by the decree of the 8th 


of March, 1790, and the inſtructions of the National 


i 2 of the 28th of the ſame month. 
II. The 
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1 
I. The Peop le of Colour, and Free Negroes ſhall 


be admitted to rh in all the Primary and Electoral Aſ- 


ſemblies, and ſhall be eligible to all places, provided they 
poſſeſs beſides, the qualifications preſcribed by the 4th 
article of the inſtructions of the 28th of March. 


III. Thret Civil Cammillipners ſhall be a for the 


Colony of St. Domingo, and four for the Hands of Gua- 
| deloupe, St. Lucia, and eo 


IV. Theſe Commiianars ſhall be ctberiſed to diſ- 


ſolve the preſent Colonial A ſſemblies, to take every mea- 


ſure neceſſary for accelerating the Convocation of the 
Primary and Electoral Aflemblies, and therein to eſta- 


bliſh union, order, and peace: as well as ta determiae 


proviſionally (reſerving the power of appeal to the Natio- 
nal Aſſembly) upon every queſtion which may ariſe con- 
cerning the regularity of convocations, the holding of 
afſemblics, the form of E and the eee, " 


Citizens, 


V. They: are equally authoriſed: to procure every > 


information poſſible, in order to diſcover the authors of 
the troubles in St. Domingo, and their continuation, if 
they have continued ; to ſecure the perſons of the guilty, 
and put them under arreſt, and to ſend them over to 
France, there to be put in a ſtate of accuſation, by virtue 
of a decree of the Tegillatiye voy 1 if that be found ; 
neceſſary. | 1 1 


PE The Otel 8 mall de obliged for 
this; purpoſe, to addreſs to the National Aſſembly a diſpatch 5 
in form, of the verbal proceſſes which they may have 
made, and of the declarations they may have received, 
concerning the accuſed perſons afor eſaid. 


N IL The National. Aﬀembly FR IVY th Civil | 


Commiſſioners to demand the publick force, whenever 
they think mect, either for their own ſafety, or for the 

- Execution of orders t they may give, by virtue of the pre- 
ceding Articles. 


VIII. The 
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VIII. The Executive Power is directed to bend 2 
ſufficient force into the Colonies, which is compoſed in 
Set meaſure of National Guards. 


IX. The Colonial Aſſemblies immediately after their 
formation and inſtallation, ſhall iſſue, in the name of each 
Colony reſpectively, their particular judgment reſpecting 
that Conſtitution, thoſe laws, and the adminiſtration of 
them, which will promote the proſperity and happineſs of 
the people; conforming themſelves nevertheleſs to thoſe 
general principles by which the Colonies and Mother 
Country are connected, and by which their reſpective in- 
tereſts are ſecured, agreeably to the decree of 8th March, 
1798 and the inſtructions of 28th lame month. 


- The G Aſſemblies are authorized to no- 
. minate Repreſentatives to deliver their judgment to, and 
unite themſelves with the Legiſlative Body, in numbers 


proportionable for every Colony, which ſhall be imme- 


| diately determined by the National Aſſembly, according 
to the on which 1 its Colonial Committee is directed 
10 make. 


XI. Pen 8 e the Colonies ſhall be 


in force i in every thing not Contrary”! to the preſent De- 5 
cree. : e 5 
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